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WORLD SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [12.57 pm]:  I give a special welcome to, and acknowledge the wonderful 
accomplishments of, our athletes who travelled to Shanghai for the World Special Olympics, and who are here 
today in the Speaker’s gallery.  The Western Australian athletes did very well in Shanghai, with all 11 coming 
home with a medal.  Their achievements were exceptional.  The softball team won a gold medal, defeating China 
15-14 in the last seconds of the game.  I congratulate the coaches, Trish McLean and Brooke Shipard, and the 
athletes, Bronwyn Russell, Lisa Honey, Russell Nelligan, Paul McKendry, Dylan Coop and Scott Needham, on 
their success.  In golf, Matthew Calkin won silver in the division 3 nine-hole competition, and Kelly Zimbulis 
won bronze in division 5.  In tenpin bowling, competition, Katrina Knott won gold in singles, and Jennifer 
Leonhardt won gold in the team event and silver in the doubles.  Athlete Ella Pardy won gold in the 100 metres 
division 1, and bronze in the 4 x 100 metres relay.  I had the pleasure of attending the Special Olympics tenpin 
bowling opening ceremony, at which I met some of the athletes who were successful in reaching excellence in 
their fields, and was also able to share the morning with the bowlers.  I had a wonderful time, and I must make 
mention of the excellent skills that they displayed.  I must say that if we all took part in our sport with the sense 
of fun and dedication that these people display, sport and sporting individuals would be in a much better state.  It 
is good to succeed.  However, it is even better to enjoy and share the camaraderie that these participants excel in.  
The member for Joondalup and I are very proud to have been of some service to these athletes.  I hope this 
government will continue to support such worthy recipients.  These athletes are a credit to our community, and I 
congratulate them all. 
 


